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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C, MANN
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable J. A, Hill, President
The #West Texas State Teachers College
Canyon, Texas

Dear Sir:
Opinion Ko, 0=

Re: Whether World Wwa
8y regular fes

se in ¥est T p State
8 DQllege
We have receited etter of recent date in

which you ask the oanioh'
captioned gquestion,

In 1927

\ il p " depfirtment on the above

] , 38 pgislature passed House Bill
1825 Chapter 1,7, whioh exumpted dy-~sdrvice mek and women
who -served during tie World \{ar in ‘tHe armed foroes of
the United States | 5. payment of all dues, fees, and

State, . o048 Celled Sgssién of the Llst kseislature

. {1929) paSsed Senabe Chaptexr 52 id)ed by Vernon
as ArclA 38 4Lb.) ok sxanpted Spanish Aneri-gfhn War Veterans
from Athe puyn«  fesg apd charges in State institutions of

~ hightr Xesaraing . e extent as World wWar Veterans were

ugé BiLl 322, Aets, 4L3rd Leg., R.3., Ch., 196,
\ 3 This bill fixed the tuition to be col-
lected from studehts registsring in State institutions of
collegiate xank and made no exemptions, Said bBill provides
in part as follows! '

"Section 1, The governing boards of the saveral
institutions of colleglate rank supportad ln whole or
in part by public funds appropriated from the State
Treasury shall ocause to be ocollected from students
registering in said/spghools after September 1; 1933,
tuitibn at the following rates:

NO COMMUNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS AFPROVED BY THE ATTORKREY GENERAL OR FiRST ASSISTANT



oy
el
S

Honorable J. A, Hill, page 2

"S8ection 3, All laws and parts of laws in
econfliot with the provisions her;gn are heraby
repealed.

n "
. o »

On August 22, 1933, thls department rendered
an opinion to Honorable H. Y, Benedlet, President of the
University of Texas, which held that House Bill 322
(Art. 2654c) repesled House Bill 182 of the 38th Legisla-
ture and Senate Bill 66 of the Llst Legislature, 1lst C.S.

Within a few weeks after the above mentioned
opinion was renderad, the first called session of the 4L3rd
Legislature passesd House Bill 15, Chapter 6, codified by
Vernon as Artiole 2654b-1, Sections 1 and 3 of House BAll
15 are quoted as follows:

*Section 1., The governing boards of the several
institutions of collegiate rank, suxpertad in whole or
in part by public funds appropriated from ths State
Treasury, are hereby authorized and direocted to eyvept
and exempt all citizens of Texas, who have resided in
Texas for a period of not legs than twelve (12) wimths
prior to the date of registration, and who servaed &uring
the Spanish-Ameriean and/or during the World War as
nurses or in the armed forces of the United States during
the World War, and who are honorably discharged there-
from, from the payment of all dues, fees and charges
whatsoever, including feeg for correspondence oocurses;
provided, however, that the foregoing exemption shall

- not be conftrued to apply to deposits, such as libdbrary,
or laboratory deposits, whioh may be required in the
nature of a security for the return of or proper oare
of property loaned for the use of students, nor to any
fees or charges for lodging, board or olothing., The
governing bdboards of said institutions may and it shall
be their duty to require severy applicant claiming the
benefit of the above exemption to submit asatisfaotory
evidence that the appliocant ie a ocitizen of Texas and
is otherwise entitled to said exemption. The proviasions
of this Section shall apply %o those students who ere
herein exempted that have already registered and paid
their fees or tultion for the 1933~34 sohool term, and
the governing boards of such institutions are heredy
authorized and directed to refund such fees t0 any
atudent who has slready psild such fees or tuition for

the 1933-3) school term.
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"Ses, 3. The fact that the Aot fixing the
tuition fees passed by the Regular Session of the
Forty-third Legislature unintentionally repealed
pre-existing lews which exempted war velerans and

- gertain graduates of certaln high schools from the
payment of college fees creates an emergency and an
imperative public necessity thet the Constitutional
Rule requiring bills to be read on three several days
be suspended, and the same is hereby suspended, and
that this Aot shall take effeol from and after its
passage and 1t 1s so enaocted.”

Thus, the Legislature in view of the opiniomn
t0 Fregident Benedict passed the above gquoted astatute.

In view of the foregoing, you are respeotfully
advised that under Article 2654—b(1? a citizen #f Texas
who hag resided in this State for 12 months or miore prior
to the date of his registration in the West Texas State
Teachers College or in any other State institution of
collegiate rank and who served during the ¥World ¥Wer in

the armed forces of the United States 1s exempt from the
payment of all dues, fees, and charges whatsoever of such
institutions, except the deposits and the lodging, board,
or clothing charges deseribed in the statute,

Yours very truly

2, 1941 ATTORNIY GENERAL OF TEXAS

BY /1‘ g .
R . George W, Sparks
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